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OHN Evans’ painting Is
A ghosk 6 dsrk BEnry
shock — not because o
ot of his work s frank,
profaneand even highly
sexuil but because Evanas |8 8o
childlEice o his ability to reveal an
Interior world that ks as polgnant
n 1L b uneeplored. Walking into
the 3T-year-old's second career
solo show, “Push,” at Ghetto-
Eloss gailery [n Slver Lake ks e
walktng seraight Inta the unfil-
tered subconscious of one who
finds the world as fmny os bt ls
Brutal and unddr,

Actor Benkclo Del Toro, o
friend and eollshorator who
worked with Evans on two palnt-
Ings In this shaw and whd writes
& forewond in the aribst's frst
book, esys that Evans” work “de-
YOLITS LhE eye LKe & famous mon-
ster.® In one of the show's best
works. & woman stands, hesd

1 faraine m FEray e b
el FHET-RELHTY. trthmens o readiegiy?

bowed, In purple Hngerie and
bound In bondmge gear. In the

opposite commer of the canvas, a

dark-halred man In shorts e
leoces In & lawn chalr and holds
up o beer under the paintad tag
liree “Cheers.” IV unclear what
the relationahip is bhetwesr the
two, of which of the Agures Ev-
ana identlifles with — elther of
them could be the powerful or
the pathetlc ong, ar both

In “Yeiiow Boy.” A young
clothed boy formed In choppy
sirokes turma owny fom the
viewer townnd nn bmmense, 8-
foot-wide axpanse of textuned
yvellow. Like SChesrs™ thils work
exprestes [ntense lolation and
openness to all that goes unsald
In soclety, the suppressed oon-
tent af frst thadghts

iher works are just offbeat
and funny, e 8 roogh portradt
of “ORar Trek™ charmcier NI
Bpack with the words: “THd you
ever notios: thene's n litthe bit ofn
‘Drrag Queen” kn Mr. Bpack?”

“You're provoked In some
way to basically break down who
you are in under two mirutes
while looking st this show or this
book,” says Flom, the one-
nameed woman wha nuns Cdeetio-
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UPF THE WALL: Arfis Johin Epans in front of feis work — meiuding doodies — af Ghetiogioss
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‘Evans’ work
“devours the eye
like a famous
monster.”
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gloas. She ls also the publisher of
Evans® book, which i available
at the Mustum of Contempomry
Art and TCLA Hammer Mu-
seum bookspones.

“Paople hove rmadien! reac
tlons to this work,™ ghe ndds
“Everyone projecis cnto 1L The
brutal honesty provokes so
much brutal honesty. I apprech
nke that more than anything.®

As mueh work goes on be
twesn the palntings as ln them.
The prolific self-taught artist —
Evans starfed n 1991 and oo
paints As mMAany A5 500 works &
yeor In an apartment in Brent-
w0l - has scrawled all overthe
gnllery's walls, drewing  frnmea
around some palntings and even
entire nEw wWorks.

“The Hiztory of the World®
appears in ape comer, with dog-
dies representing the stnges of
human existence: 1. big bung
theary, 1.5 adam | sve, 2, the
grenl Oood, 3. christ crocified
ideposed rexi, 4, procreation of
our species, 5. holy wars. @
sucked Into & biack bole and 7
N pLeTiEe,

“I've alwnys wanted content
ard imagery o be these,” £ays
Evans. Unable o afford lyve
maodels but wanting to palnt fig-
ures, he used the images he
found ln parn megasines Ba
catise he st works fom found
images, adding his owmn titles and
imagined bits of comversation,
the resulting work has a pubdlc
subtext, as i he's examining the
interior e of Lo Angelss,

Im les Arst year, Ohettogion
has made ks mark by speclaliz-
ing In shows Hice thu..wh}er!mu.'-
enge-notions of kigh art by ex-
plorng transgrecsive eantent. In
& big space close to the Red Lion
tovern on Glendale Boulevard,
Ohetiogicss has hosted & show
by Dogtown Skatlcboprds de
shgmer ' Wes Humpston, for which

“the gallery bullt o half-pipe aknte

memp and had 1,000 people at the
opening: & show of pipes &nd
hongx by comedian Tommy
Chong; and palntings by CalArts
student Sammuel Casebalt

For Evana, who for years his
supported his painting (ond, one
might ergee, formmalated mueh of
his dark worldview) o3 o bar-
tender, puiting his “ohapssive.
compulsive® works In o gallery
ahads new light on thedr content

1 by to be as instinctusl ns |
can about this proosse® he says
=1 don't censor mysell When vou
can take something thot o lot of
peopile might sonsider ends or
primithve and then put B In & so-
phisticated setting, you're mak-
Ing & statement right there.”



